
 
 
Great Expectations (Week 3)      Dave Christensen 
 

 
December 14 | 17 
 
A Week in Review 
Faith in God includes handing over the controls of our life to Him. 

 
Group Opener 
God has a way of doing the unexpected.  What unexpected things has God done in your life?  
  
Study Questions 

• Read Luke 1:26-38.   After reading the passage, have either yourself or someone else retell the 
story.  Evaluate how it went and have the group help fill-in any missed details. 

• Having read and heard how Jesus’ birth was foretold, what elements of this narrative would 
you characterize as expected or unexpected and why? 

• What expectation(s) have you put on God and why? 

• How have your expectations of God changed over time? 

• Whether it is one of your expectations or not, the truth remains, God is with us.  Why do you 
think the Lord went to such great lengths to make this truth known to mankind (Luke 1:28; 
Matthew 1:23, 28:20)? 

• As a follower of Christ, we can expect to experience the unexpected—both good and bad.  
Read Isaiah 55:8-9 and discuss how it might impact someone’s perspective on life. 

• How do you cope with the unexpected things life brings? 

• What can we learn from Mary when it comes to God’s ways versus our ways and dealing with 
the unexpected things of life? 

• Mary asked the angel a “how” question (1:34).  What kind of question do you tend to ask 
(Who? What? When? Where? Why? etc.)? 

• The angel told Mary, “…nothing is impossible with God.”  Do you find this truth easy or 
difficult to accept?  Why? 

• Ultimately, Mary demonstrates her faith and humility by surrendering to God’s will (1:38).   
What is God revealing to you or asking of you that’s testing your faith and calling for action? 

 
*Sermon questions will not be available 12/21 & 24 but will be for Sunday, December 31. 
 


